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Belgian Forum on Invasive Species
Criteria to build up a black list and a watch list 
of invasive exotic species in Belgium

Discussion document



Definitions

Black list: list of exotic invasive species of Belgium that actually cause damage in areas of biodiversity, health and/or economy. The spread of these species must be prevented once new populations are found.

Watch list: list of exotic invasive species of Belgium which have the potential to cause damage. Their spread needs to be monitored.

List categories

Category A (black list)

· Exotic species recorded in Belgium which produce crowded populations and cause damage on public health and/or economy (pest insects, plant pathogens, fouling species, etc.) in man-made* and/or semi-natural habitats*. 
Examples: Ambrosia artemisiifolia, Arion lusitanicus, Heracleum mantegazzianum, Ips typographus(?),Mytilopsis leucophaeata, Ondatra zibethicus
· Exotic species recorded in Belgium which produce crowded populations and colonise e.g. semi-natural habitats* where they make a threat to native biodiversity (competition, predation, genetic introgression, alteration of ecosystem functioning, disease transmission, etc.). 
Examples: Fallopia japonica, Harmonia axyridis, Hydrocotyle ranunculoides, Pacifastacus leniusculus, Rana catesbeiana, Stizostedion lucioperca
Category B (watch list)

· Exotic species recorded in Belgium which produce crowded populations and colonise only man-made habitats* where they make a threat to native biodiversity (competition, predation, genetic introgression, alteration of ecosystem functioning, disease transmission, etc.). 
Examples: Buddleja davidii, Dikerogammarus spp., Elodea canadensis, Phytolacca americana, Robinia pseudoacacia, Silurus glanis, Solidago canadensis
· Exotic species recorded in Belgium which can colonise semi-natural habitats* but without any firm evidence of adverse impact on native biodiversity (occupation of 'empty niches', often small populations, etc.).
Examples: Branta canadensis, Crangonyx pseudogracilis, Polemonium caeruleum, Senecio inaequidens(?),Tamias sibiricus

Category C (non invasive exotic species) 

Exotic species recorded in Belgium which usually do not produce dense populations, do not colonise Belgian semi-natural ecosystems and do not cause detrimental impact on biodiversity, health and/or economy. Examples: Cygnus atratus, Panicum  dichotomiflorum, Procambarus clarkii, Zea mays
Category D (naturalised species)

Exotic species that have been introduced in Belgium before 1700 (1500 ?), reproduce in the wild but do not cause current threat to native biodiversity and can be considered as integrated in it.
Examples: Castanea sativa, Cygnus olor, Cyprinus carpio, Helix pomatias, Oryctolagus cuniculus
(*) Categories of habitat naturalness

Semi-natural habitats
Man-made habitats

· Salt meadows, estuaries, mud and sand coastal habitats 

· Dunes

· Heathlands

· Natural lakes and ponds

· Rivers with natural edges and good water quality 

· Cliffs

· Pioneer grasslands (calaminarian, calcareous, siliceous)

· Humid grasslands 

· Bogs, mires and fens

· Hay meadows

· Semi-natural forests, including forest margins
· Canals, waterways and lakes with artificial edges

· Road embankments

· Fallow and waste lands

· Fields

· Fertilised meadows

· Parks and gardens

· Plantations of exotic trees

