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	ORGANISATION EUROPEENNE ET MEDITERRANEENNE POUR LA PROTECTION DES PLANTES

EUROPEAN AND MEDITERRANEAN PLANT PROTECTION ORGANIZATION 


08-14048
EPPO/CoE Workshop - How to manage Invasive Alien Plants? 

The case studies of Eichhornia crassipes and Eichhornia azurea
Mérida, ES, 2008-06-02/04
First circular

To: 
Heads of NPPOs


Other interested persons

Dear Sirs,

In June this year, EPPO and the Council of Europe – Bern Convention are organizing a Workshop on Eichhornia crassipes and Eichhornia azurea with the NPPO of Spain as well as the Ministry of Environment and the Confederación Hidrográfica del Guadiana. This invasive plant represents a major threat to in Spain and a potential threat to other Mediterranean countries of the EPPO Region.
Key objectives for the Workshop will be:

· To present EPPO and the Council of Europe’s tools (Pest Risk Analysis, measures and standards, climatic model, etc.) and activities on IAS

· To get a clear picture of the biology, distribution and current or potential impacts of Eichhornia crassipes and E. azurea 

· To identify actions to be taken nationally against Eichhornia crassipes and E. azurea.
This workshop will be followed by an EPPO Expert Working Group to perform a Pest Risk Analysis on these plants. The Expert Working Group is restricted to EPPO experts nominated by their country and selected by the EPPO Secretariat. A circular for the nomination of experts to this Expert Working Group has already been sent.
A pre-registration form is enclosed, to be returned to EPPO before 2008-03-10. Additional information is available on-line at: 
http://archives.eppo.org/MEETINGS/2008_conferences/eicchornia.htm .

Participants are invited to present contributions, of which the proposed title and abstract should be indicated on the pre-registration form. A 300 words abstract is requested.
This Workshop is addressed to representatives from National Plant Protection Organizations, representatives from Ministries of Environment (via the Bern Convention network), researchers and stakeholders of NGOs (UICN, Planta Europa, Biological Control network, etc.), land managers (natural areas, agricultural fields), representatives from the nursery industry, etc.
The workshop will take place at the Assembly of Extremadura (http://www.asambleaex.es/), in Mérida. The closest airport is situated in Badajoz (airport of Talavera La Real), flight are available via Madrid and Barcelona. The Confederación Hidrográfica del Guadiana will organize two shuttle buses from Badajoz to Mérida when we know more about flight details of the participants. 

Hotel booking will be arranged by the local organizer in the following hotel, within walking distance of the workshop:

Hotel Velada Mérida

Avda. Reina Sofia, s/n

06800 Mérida (Badajoz)

España

Tel.: +34 924 315 110

Fax: +34 924 311 552

Website: http://www.veladahoteles.com/merida/home.php
The price of a room is 73 euros for a single, 84 euros for a double, including breakfast and taxes.

For any assistance or additional information please contact: 

Angel Hurtado,

Confederación Hidrográfica del Guadiana

E-mail: ahurtado@pycsa.es
There is no registration fee. A field trip will be organized on 2008-06-04 to see Eichhornia crassipes in an invasive situation. The final programme will be sent out on 2008-04-01.

We invite you and your colleagues to attend and contribute to this workshop, which provides an important opportunity to exchange experiences in the area of invasive alien plants.









Yours sincerely









Nico Van Opstal









Director-General

Encl.

Paris, 2008-02-11
OEPP/EPPO, 1 rue Le Nôtre, 75016 Paris

Tél. : 33/1.45.20.77.94 - Fax : 33/1.42.24.89.43 - E-mail : hq@eppo.fr

