LIST/INVENTORIES OF ALIEN SPECIES

COUNTRY OF THE RESPONDANT : BELGIUM
1) Is there an inventory/database of alien species occurring in your country, other than those published by the DAISIE and/or NOBANIS projects?

Yes No Only for some groups
1.a) Which group(s) of species are included in the inventory/database?

If you have additional comments, please add text in the box below indicating the item you are referring to. For example (2. All vertebrates: your note text ....)

1. All animals 



2. All vertebrates 



3. All invertebrates 



4. All marine species 



5. All plants 



6. Pests of plants 



7. Other group(s) 



If yes, please add reference (including a webpage where appropriate):

Notes

· Verloove, F. (2006) Catalogue of the Neophytes in Belgium (1800-2005). Scripta Botanica Belgica 39, 89 pp.

· Kerckhof, F., Haelters, J. & Gollasch, S. (2007). Alien species in the marine and brackish ecosystem : the situation in Belgian waters. Aquatic invasions 2(3): 243-257.

In addition to these publications, the Harmonia database (ias.biodiversity.be) aims to gather non-native species with likely or demonstrated impacts on native species and ecosystems (mainly vertebrates and vascular plants, but other groups will be added in the future).

There is also a checklist for aquatic alien species in the Belgian part of the North Sea and adjacent estuaries available at: http://www.vliz.be/NL/Infoloket/Infoloket_Gevaren_van_de_zee/nietinheemsLIJST
EPPO PQR database is used for plant pests and plants as pests.

2) Is there a plan to develop an inventory/database of alien species occurring in your country?

If Yes, please fill out the box further down

Yes No I don’t know
2.a) Which group(s) of species will the inventory include?


Yes 
No

1. All animals 



2. All vertebrates 



3. All invertebrates 



4. All marine species 



5. All plants 



6. Pests of plants 



7. Other (if Yes use box below) 



Other group(s)

If yes, please add reference (including a webpage where appropriate):

There is no specific inventory/database of alien species foreseen but some work is done through regional biodiversity  inventories. 

3) Is there a list of alien pest species to be controlled/eradicated in your country (other than EPPO quarantine pests recommended for regulation)?

Yes No Only for some taxonomic group
There is no central list for Flanders although some alien species are controlled (see further), sometimes organised by the Flemish administration (ANB, VMM).

4) Is there an alert or watch list of alien pest species known to be harmful and not yet present in the country (other than EPPO alarm list)?

Yes No Only for some taxonomic group
If yes, please add reference (including a webpage where appropriate):

An alert list of alien vascular plants and vertebrates  is currently in development through the Harmonia information system, based on information found in alien databases from neighbouring countries (ias.biodiversity.be). EPPO recommendations are also addressed in connection to Directive 2000/29/CE.

5) Is there any risk assessment procedure aimed at preventing invasive alien species from being introduced in the country?

Yes No Only for some taxonomic group

SURVEILLANCE

6) Do you know of any monitoring/survey program in your country specifically aimed at detecting alien species?

Yes No Only for some groups

6.a) Which group(s) of species are covered by the monitoring/survey program?

1. All animals 




2. All vertebrates 




3. All invertebrates 




4. All marine species 




5. All plants 




6. Other group(s) 




If yes, please add reference and possibly webpage:

Other group(s)

Notes

There is no monitoring program specifically aimed at detecting alien species but those species are however often considered when recorded through atlases and field biodiversity surveys, namely developed under Natura 2000 or the Water Framework Directives.

7) Do you know of any monitoring activity carried out in your country (e.g. bird ringing, mammal censusing, plants monitoring, etc) which also reports on alien species?

Yes
No

Only for some groups

7.a) If yes, which group(s) of species are covered by the monitoring activity?

If you have additional comments, please add text in the box below indicating the item you are referring to. For example (2. All vertebrates: your note text ....)


Yes 
No

1. All animals 



2. All vertebrates 



3. All invertebrates 



4. All marine species 



5. All plants 



6. Pests of plants 



7. Other group(s) 



If yes, please add reference and possibly webpage:

Monitoring programmes in Flanders:

- Birds through the “Special breeding birds monitoring scheme” (http://www.inbo.be/content/page.asp?pid=FAU_VO_BBV_start: http://www.natuurindicatoren.be/indicatorenportal.cgi?detail=492&lang=nl&id_structuur=19&id_categorie=)

- Musk Rats and Coypu are not monitored as such, but the annual captures in the eradication programs are registered (http://www.natuurindicatoren.be/indicatorenportal.cgi?detail=493&lang=nl&id_structuur=19&id_categorie=).

- Alien carnivore mammals are followed through the carnivore network (registration of death animals).

- Alien fishes are recorded through the fish monitoring (IBI) 

Monitoring programmes in Wallonia:

http://biodiversite.wallonie.be/especes/home.html
Other group(s)

Alien freshwater organisms are monitored in Flanders and Wallonia through the water monitoring schemes in the scope of the European Water Framework (MAFWAT, MAFST, PISIAD, MMIF, , …).

Notes

LEGAL PROHIBITION OF INTRODUCTION/POSSESSION

8) Is there any law/regulation prohibiting import of some alien species into the country (for EU countries only, apart from Directive 2000/29/CE and Reg (CE) 338/97) ?

Yes No Only for some taxonomic group I don’t know

9) Is there any law/regulation prohibiting trade, transport or possession of some alien species in the country (apart from EPPO recommendations)?

Yes No Only for some taxonomic group I don’t know

10) Is there any law/regulation prohibiting release into the wild of alien species in the country (apart from EPPO recommendations)?

Yes No Only for some taxonomic group I don’t know

NOTES if yes to 8, 9 or 10, please add notes on the regulated species/taxa and references of the law:

(8) Today, legal instruments prohibiting import of alien species in Belgium do not exist except those developed in the frameworks of plant protection (Directive 2000/29/CE) and aquaculture (Council Regulation (EC) No 708/2007 concerning the use of alien and locally absent species in aquaculture). However, a new regulation to prohibit import and trade of some species included in the alert list is currently in development.

(9) The royal decree of 07/12/2001 defines the list of mammals that can be kept in captivity based on principles of animal welfare.

(10) In Belgium, there are several instruments prohibiting the intentional release of alien species in the wild developed to protect marine (national law), freshwater and terrestrial environments (regional instruments). Intentional release of alien species is normally forbidden, with some exceptions for agricultural and forestry uses. In the practice, the efficacy of those instruments is rather limited.
GOVERNANCE AND COORDINATION ON ALIEN SPECIES

11) Within your institution/agency/country, is there any staff responsible for alien species issues? (including EPPO national focal points)

Yes No

If yes, please add name, position and email

Secretariat of the Belgian contact group on invasive species

Claire Collin

Federal Public Service of Public Health, Food Chain Safety and Environment

DG Environment

claire.collin@health.fgov.be

tel  +32- 2 -524 96 23

Secretariat of the Belgian Forum on Invasive Species, national focal point for NOBANIS  and IUCN ISSG and national representative within the EPPO ad hoc panel on invasive alien species:

Etienne Branquart

Belgian Biodiversity Platform

ebranquart@gmail.com

tel: + 32-81-620 420

EPPO national focal point:

Lieven Van Herzele Lieven 

Federal Public Service of Public Health, Food Chain Safety and Environment

DG Animals,Plants and Food

Sanitary Policy regarding Animals and Plants

Division Plant protection

lieven.vanherzele@health.fgov.be

tel  +32 2 524 73 23
12) Does your institution/agency have a group/panel of staff or experts on alien species (either of internal staff or external experts)?

Yes No Only for some species

The Belgian Forum on Invasive Species.

In Flanders not formally although some species INBO experts also have (some) knowledge on alien species. It is planned that there will be a person responsible for alien species issues at INBO in the future.

13) Is your institution/agency responsible for carrying out control/eradication of alien species?

Yes No Only for some species

Notes

Control/eradication of alien species is usually performed at the regional level, except for quarantine pest species.

14) Under your national* framework of roles, is control/eradication a competence of national* or local authority?

 *for regional institutions, read regional

National* Local No one responsible I don’t know

Please indicate competent authority for:

- All animals: 

- Vertebrates: Regional authorities in charge of agriculture, silviculture and nature conservation
- Invertebrates

- All plants: Regional authorities in charge of agriculture, silviculture and nature conservation
- Pests of plants: Regional authorities in charge of agriculture, silviculture and nature conservation(non quarantine organisms) and Federal authorities in connection  with  Directive 2000/29/CE (FAVV-AFSCA (quarantine organisms)
- Others

15) Do you know of any control/eradication programmes of alien species completed or in progress in your country?

Control programmes of alien species in progress in Belgium target Ondatra zibethicus, Myocastor coypus, Rattus norvegicus; Branta canadensis; Heracleum mantegazzianum, Hydrocotyle ranunculoides, Impatiens glandulifera, Ludwigia spp.,  Myriophyllum aquaticum and Prunus serotina.

FINAL COMMENTS In general, the best option to prevent impacts caused by alien species is considered the prevention of arrival and very rapid removal of new alien species that have arrived into the country.

16) What, in your opinion, are the main constraints to prevention and rapid response to new invasions of alien species in your country?

Please, only  ONE selection for each line of the four options


Not relevant 
Partly relevant 
Quite relevant 
Very relevant

No agency competent for control/eradication > partly relevant





Unclear roles/responsibilities > quite relevant
 





No/ineffective legal tools to prohibit import > very relevant






No/ineffective legal tools to prohibit trade/possession > very relevant





Limited ability to detect new invasions > quite relevant





No/ineffective mechanism of early detection in place, aimed at communicating new invasions to competent authorities > very relevant





Legal obstacles to control/eradication (e.g. automatic protection of alien species, constraints to apply removal methods, etc) > partly relevant





Technical constraints (e.g. no trained staff, equipment, etc) > very relevant




Limited funds (e.g. no specific funds to carry out control/eradication) > very relevant





Contact details

Please provide contact details of the officer/department/team/expert group responsible of the issues related to the management of invasive alien species in your country

NOTES

Preventive actions (regulation of import and trade):

Claire Collin

Federal Public Service of Public Health, Food Chain Safety and Environment

DG Environment

E-mail: claire.collin@health.fgov.be

phone  +32 2 524 96 23

EPPO/IPPC national focal point:

Lieven Van Herzele Lieven 

Federal Public Service of Public Health, Food Chain Safety and Environment

DG Animals,Plants and Food

Sanitary Policy regarding Animals and Plants

Division Plant protection

E-mail: lieven.vanherzele@health.fgov.be

phone  +32 2 524 73 23

Monitoring and control/ Flemish region

Luc de Bruyn (monitoring)

Instituut voor Natuur en Bos Onderzoek (INBO)

E-mail: luc.debruyn@inbo.be

Phone: + 32 2 528 88 88

Els Martens (control)

Agentschap voor Natuur en Bos

E-mail: els.martens@lne.vlaanderen.be

Phone: +32 2 553 76 86

Monitoring and control/ Walloon region

Sandrine Liégeois

Direction Générale de l’Agriculture, des Ressources naturelles et de l’Environnement 

E-mail: s.liegeois@mrw.wallonie.be

Phone: + 81 33 58 87

Monitoring and control/ Brussels region

Marchteld Grijseels

Leefmilieu Brussel - BIM / Bruxelles Environnement - IBGE

Afdeling Natuur, Water en Bos / Division Nature, Eau et Forêt

E-mail: mgr@ibgebim.be

Phone + 32 2 775 75 61

